Lecture 9 – Media Specificity

25th January
- Medium – material/artistic/technical means of artistic expression.

- Edward Tufte

- Says PowerPoint presentations make it hard to communicate to an audience because short slides with short thoughts are used - theories cannot easily broken down in to bullet points and still be explained fully.

- Media changes what can be written – the biro allows more to be written quickly than the dipping pen. Also changed handwriting as the biro is much smoother so letters became joined up.

- Specificity of homo-sapiens – we changed for the better, for example standing up.

- The media we develop are extensions to body parts for example:

- Firstly it was sharp stones, as an extension of the arm.

- Glasses and telescopes are extensions of the eye.

- Surgeons use mechanical arms as an extension of touch.

- Hearing aids, microphones, amps are extensions of the ear

- The grammar phone was made to mimic the technology of the ear, with a wax cylinder inside.

- New technologies mimic old ones, for example people were used to horse and carriages, so they put the first engine inside a carriage. 

- Media specificity is not only a way of operating, but a way of evaluating, for example it’s a term used in aesthetics and art criticism.

- It’s a pre-modernist idea, but relates to truth to materials (modernist idea). It’s also about concepts behind media.

Marshall McLuhan ‘The Medium is the Message’

· ‘Media: The extensions of man’ (his book) - he explains it’s not the content that creates meaning, it’s the carrier. 

· Medium becomes the media which is an extension of our physical and mental limitations. 

- If we’re defined by our limitations, does extending these change the definition of ourselves?

- Mobile phones changed the social aspect of our lives, we can be contacted anywhere at any time -‘global village’. Also we don’t have to communicate face to face anymore.

- Print also changed society – we can get information from books instead of having to talk to people to gain information.

· ‘The alphabet created forgetfulness’ Socrates Phaedrus – now we can write things down instead of having to memorise.

· Has also changed our brains – the hippocampus becomes smaller as we don’t need to remember as much.

- Social patterns were shaped by media:

· The TV changed the way we put living rooms together – all furniture faced the TV.

· Newspaper is quite social, as although we read it alone, it’s available to everyone and in public places.

· People used to crows round the radio- it was more social then than it is now.

· People used to create social patterns around going to the cinema.

- We don’t only make physical extensions, we make memory extensions through:

· Photographs

· Footprints

· Drawing/Writing

· Video

- In the 1920’s, gramophones only allowed a recording of 3 minutes – 95% of songs written today still fit in to 3 minutes. Also radio airplay of songs is 3 minutes.

- Camera lenses are being made like an eye now.

- The white ‘gutter’ in comic strips makes the narrative – joins up the pictures.

- All media forms are used to transmit messages to other people because of our inability to read minds.

